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uncertainty about any speedy reunion that Oliver's wife and mother saw him mount and ride off once more towards London, no longer as a member of Parliament, but as a prisoner going to a sort of trial.
The accused men attended on the appointed day, and were ordered " to remain in the custody of the messenger/'' with whom they had apparently travelled up to town. But an early time, December 1st, was fixed for hearing the case. On that day there were present the Lord Treasurer Weston, the Lord Keeper, Sir Thomas Coventry, Lord Falkland, the Earl of Manchester, Lord Privy Seal, and Dr. Laud, Bishop of London, besides several others. To Henry, Earl of Manchester, the father of his colleague in the representation of Huntingdon, Oliver might reasonably look for favourable consideration. Prom Laud he could expect nothing but bitter enmity. The general feeling of the Council, of coarse, leaned to the side of the mayor and aldermen.
When the name of " Oliver Cromwell" was called, not a member of the Council, except perhaps the Earl of Manchester and Bishop Laud, would regard with any interest the homely rustic figure that stepped forward to the foot of the table. But the brief record of the proceedings has expressions imp lying that before the day was over their lordships had reason to think that the worthy mayor and aldermen had caught a Tartar. " Both sides having had this day a long hearing," so runs the minute, " there appeared much contrariety and difference in the allegations on.each side/'*" This dry record of an evidently stubborn contest shows that Mr. Lionel Walden and Mr. Robert Barnard did not find their appeal to the Council quite such plain sailing as they had anticipated. In fact, the wind was taken out of their sails in an unexpected manner by Mr. Oliver Cromwell, whose mode of putting the case made an off-hand decision against him impossible. Accordingly " their lordships thought fit and ordered that the examination of the whole business should be referred to the Lord Privy Seal/'
It is noteworthy that the question referred to the Earl of Manchester included not only the " satisfaction fit to be given to the said mayor and Mr. Barnard for the disgraceful and unseemly speeches used unto them/"7 but also some dispute not specified " touching the charter of the said town/'
* Given "by Mr. Bruce.